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Albemarle High School

2014-15  

Spanish 3  
Instructor:  

Señora Johnson
Location:

130
Teacher availability:
CHAT or any time before or after school hours, please give 2 days’ notice
E-mail:


kjohnson@k12albemarle.org 
Class Website:

http://srajohnson-spanish.weebly.com/ 
Course Overview:  In Spanish 3 a strong emphasis is given to speaking, listening, reading and writing the language, as well as to studying culture.  In this course students will continue to attain proficiency in communicating about events occurring in the present and past.  Students will be given ample opportunities to put the knowledge gained in Spanish 1 and 2 into practice through structured classroom activities, projects, and outside assignments.  In addition, students will attain a higher level of proficiency through the mastery of new complex grammatical constructions in addition to the introduction of the future and conditional verb tenses.

A communicative approach is taken to this course so students will experience full or partial immersion in Spanish at all times.  Immersion techniques have been proven to be the most effective way to learn a foreign language.  The main focuses of this course are:  communication, culture, and facilitating connections between the culture and language of the Spanish speaking world and the students´ home community.  

Course Outline:
· Grammar
· Preterite vs. imperfect forms and usage, subjunctive verb forms w/impersonal expressions, emotions, doubt, adjective clauses, persuading and anticipation; object pronouns (w/conjugated verbs, infinitives, pres. progressive), past participles, spelling changes in preterite verbs, por vs. para, future tense verb forms, commands, conditional verb tense forms

· Vocabulary 

· Travel, Nature & environment, animals & habitats, painting, dance, music, literature, health & nutrition, work & professions, the future, food
· Culture

· Culture and civilization from  South America including connections to geography, history, literature, fine arts, holidays and traditions, and home and family life
Note:  Course timeline and topics are subject to change.
Materials:
· 2 inch 3 ring binder (you will receive a lot of handouts)

· Loose leaf paper

· Composition notebook for DO NOWS(no exceptions, Spiral notebooks will not be accepted)
· Pens/pencils (I have no color preference as long as I can read it)

· Access to an online dictionary www.wordreference.com 
Student Responsibilities:
· Always do your best.

· Make the most of class time!

· Come to class on time and prepared with all of the appropriate materials.

· THE RULE IS RESPECT AND RESPECT IS THE RULE!!

Make-up Work:
· It is the student’s responsibility to find out about missed work before or after class time.  If a reasonable time has passed and the student has not made up the work, he/she may forfeit credit for that assignment. 
· Any work not made up prior to the last week of the grading period may be penalized.

· Exceptions will be made due to extraordinary circumstances at the discretion of the teacher on a case-by-case basis.

Retake Policy:  Most grammar & vocabulary QUIZZES may be retaken up to 2 times for a better grade.   
· In order to retake a quiz, student must present physical evidence of study (notecards, parent note, conjuguemos quizzes or other online resources printed out with evidence of completion, textbook/workbook practice, etc.)
· A 2nd retake is granted only if the 1st retake is better than the original quiz grade.

· In order to do a 2nd retake on any quiz, a CHAT appointment must be made for additional tutoring prior to the retake.

· The retake must occur BEFORE the test that covers the same material.  Once the test has been taken, all prior quizzes may not be retaken.

· The retake policy is subject to revocation if abuse of the privilege is detected.
Homework Policy: In order to receive full credit for homework, it is due at the beginning of the class period. Late work will be accepted however penalized.
Grades:
1. 35%
Quizzes:  vocabulary/grammar quizzes, mini-projects, etc.

2. 25%
Tests: Chapter and unit tests, essay final drafts, projects

3. 35%
Proficiency: Proficiency assessments will be given periodically to determine the student’s 

language proficiency skills in speaking, writing, reading, and listening.  Proficiency items may also appear on tests but will be separately categorized as Proficiency items and not included as a part of the overall test score.
4. 5%  
Homework/Classwork/Daily participation
Note:  Final exams are worth 20% of the student’s overall grade.  The final exam for Spanish 1 may take the form of either a traditional exam or a performance assessment in which all students are required to take the final exam.  Performance assessments are project/portfolio in nature and may require group work.  At least 50% of the work for Performance assessments will be completed during class meetings but there may be some outside work required.
Course Credit: Any student should receive a C or better in the Spanish 1 coursework in order to be recommended to proceed on to the next course in the sequence.  Although a student may still technically receive course credit for a D, a D average or lower indicates failure to attain sufficient proficiency in the language to guarantee success at the next level. 
CHAT (Collaboration-Help-Achievement-Tutoring): CHAT is every WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY.  This is an opportunity for students to have time to eat lunch and seek assistance from teachers with school work.  On pre-determined days each month CHAT time may be used to meet with clubs.  Teachers may require a student to make up work during CHAT time.  If a student has received a pass from a teacher to attend their CHAT, it is MANDATORY that the student attend.  Failure to attend a CHAT appointment will result in disciplinary action.

IMPORTANT - AHS Student Handbook:  Each student at AHS receives a student planner. Located inside the student planner is important information regarding rules and regulations.  Below is a list of items that every student needs to know and understand from the student handbook.  Refer to the handbook for detailed information.

	Parent/Student Portal 
	Honor Code 

	School Technology 
	Attendance 

	Exams & Exam Exemptions 
	Cell Phone Policy

	Grading Scale 
	Bullying

	Graduation Requirements
	Honor Code


Note:  It is considered cheating and an Honor Code violation to utilize translators and/or copy material directly from any source, online or otherwise.

Useful links:
· Class website:  http://srajohnson-spanish.weebly.com/ 
· Verb/Vocabulary practice: www.conjuguemos.com
· Online dictionary:  www.wordreference.com 

· Grammar notes/practice: http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm 

· BBC Spanish games/practice: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primarylanguages/spanish/
· Quia grammar & Vocabulary practice:  http://www.quia.com/shared/spanish/
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